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NEWS RELEASE
POPULAR UD ADMINISTRATOR DIES,
LOSES "WAR" WITH BRAIN TUMOR
DAYTON, Ohio- Joseph Belle, assistant vice president for student development and
director of residential services at the University of Dayton, died today of a malignant brain
tumor after a 14-month courageous battle that he played out in the public eye.
"He fought the good fight. He never gave up. He was one of the most generous people
I've ever known," said Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., UD president. "He had a real thoughtful
dedication to our Marianist mission of education. His energy was obviously one of his great
characteristics, but he had a deeper kind of courage coming from the heart. He had a great
heart."
William Schuerman, vice president of student development and dean of students at UD,
called Belle irreplaceable. "What a void he's left at the University of Dayton. It's been a real
privilege and my good fortune to have Joe as my friend and my colleague."
Belle, 50, of Kettering, devoted more than 30 years of his life to the University of
Dayton. The Bronx native came to UD as an education student in 1969 and never left. He
worked in the student development division, starting out as a resident assistant in Stuart Hall
and working his way up to positions with progressively more responsibilities. As a key
administrator, Belle managed the University's $13 million housing operations as well as the
Kennedy Union student cente~. In his various roles, he was a major participant in UD's
transformation from primarily a commuter school to a residential university that draws
students regionally and nationally. He was actively involved in the community, serving as vicechair of the Kettering Planning Commission, an usher at St. Albert the Great Church, chair of the
Dayton Urban League's annual golf tournament and a member of the Brown-Warren Business
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Association.
In 26 years at UD, he had not missed a day of work until he was diagnosed with brain

'

cancer in May 1999. Currently, there's no cure for his type of tumor, a grade four glioblastoma
multiforme, but he aggressively fought the disease with the same type of take-charge attitude he
used whether he was helping students open up their own convenience store on campus or
talking to reporters about student issues. In the past year, he "went to war" and underwent an
operation, a rehabilitation, two gamma knife non-invasive surgeries and regimens of radiation
and chemotherapy. He even signed up for an experimental gene therapy program.
Last November, the Dayton Daily News illuminated Belle's fight in a front-page feature.
With the help of the Rev. Jerry Chinchar, S.M., in UD's Campus Ministry, he maintained a Web
journal (http:/ /homepages.udayton.edu/ -belle/) that kept relatives, friends and other brain
tumor patients informed of his progress and educated about the disease.
In March, the University of Dayton awarded him the Lackner Award, given annually to

faculty and staff who have made significant contributions to UD's Catholic and Marianist
character. The citation read at the awards dinner sums up Belle's impact on his alma mater:
"His contribution points to a career that is marked by his exceptional caring about people.
Through his magical power and selfless commitment, he molds together the seemingly endless
and often conflicting demands of students, University administrators and civic servants."
Belle is survived by his wife, Barbara, and three children, Douglas, Nicholas and Laura;
sister, Annette Buonanno, of Chester, N.Y.; father, Frank Belle, of Kissimmee, Fla.; mother-inlaw, Betty Schwartz, of Cincinnati; and numerous other relatives. Visitation will be from 2 to 5
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. on Monday, July 10, at Routsong Funeral Home, 6 Oakwood Ave. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 11, at St. Albert the Great
Church, 3033 Far Hills Ave. He will be buried in Woodland Cemetery on a site that overlooks
campus. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the University of
Dayton to establish a spiritual 'garden on campus. Checks should be made payable to
University of Dayton, 300 College Park, Dayton, Ohio 45469-1681. In the memo section, write
"Spiritual Garden, in memory of Joe Belle."
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